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MENTAL HEALTH — GERALDTON SOBERING UP CENTRE 
1064. Hon Martin Aldridge to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Mental Health: 
I refer to the closure of the Geraldton Sobering Up Centre, and I ask: 
(a) did the centre remain open on New Years Eve 2017, as committed by you; 
(b) if no to (a), why not; 
(c) have you received any advice from the Mental Health Commission, Department of Health or the 

Western Australian Country Health Service, of the impact on service providers, Geraldton Hospital or 
local police, arising from the centre closure: 
(i) if yes to (c), on what date was advice received and what was the advice; and 

(d) have you sought any advice from the Mental Health Commission, Department of Health or the 
WA Country Health Service, of the impact on service providers, Geraldton Hospital or local police, 
arising from the centre closure: 
(i) if yes to (d), on what date was advice sought? 

Hon Alanna Clohesy replied: 
I am advised that: 
(a) The Centre closed operation at 3.00pm on Sunday, 31 December 2017. 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) Yes. 

(i) Since the closure of the service the Mental Health Commission (MHC) has had regular contact 
with the Midwest Community Alcohol and Drug Service, Hope Community Services (who are the 
providers of the residential alcohol and drug treatment centre) and WA Country Health Services 
none of whom report any impact on their services. The Geraldton Police were advised of the 
closure but haven’t raised any concerns. There have been no reports of additional impact from 
other service providers to the MHC. 

The MHC provided briefings on 10 January 2018 and 11 January 2018. These briefings were in 
response to correspondence from the Hon Darren West MLC and Mr Shane Van Styn, Mayor, 
City of Greater Geraldton. Advice was provided that the closure of the service was due to low 
usage by a relatively small number of individuals and funding was no longer available. 

(d) Yes. 

(i) On multiple occasions. 
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